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1. Forum UNESCO – University and Heritage (FUUH). 
 
Forum  UNESCO  –  University  and  Heritage  (FUUH)  is  a  network  of  universities,  academics, 
researchers, students and heritage professionals dedicated to helping UNESCO achieve its mission in 
the safeguard and conservation of cultural and natural heritage.  
 
It was created  in 1995  through a permanent agreement signed between UNESCO and Universitat 
Politècnica de València (Polytechnic University of Valencia) – UPV (See ANNEX I: Agreement UNESCO 
– UPV). 
 
It is under the joint responsibility of the World Heritage Centre of UNESCO and the UPV Spain. 
 
 
Objectives of FUUH: 
 
 To mobilise universities  teaching disciplines  related with heritage protection, preservation 

and conservation.  
 To undertake activities to document, protect and safeguard cultural and natural heritage 
 To reinforce cooperation (Article 7 of the 1972 Convention):    

• Between universities 
• Between disciplines 
• Between academics and heritage professionals 
• With existing networks (such as ICCROM, ICOM, ICOMOS, IFLA , and many others) 

 To  share:  Knowledge/expertise,  Know‐how/practices,  Competences,  Teams/Human 
resources 

 To encourage: 
• Students’ and faculty’s participation in heritage safeguarding projects 
• The development of university curricula 
• The advancement of knowledge 
• Intercultural dialogue through heritage 

 
 
FUUH Network achievements: 
 
 More than 2700 individual members, from 128 nationalities 
 Currently the network counts individual members in over 830 universities worldwide 
 12 Institutional affiliations, through the signature of MoU with WHC, including: 

• Research projects 
• Students and professors exchange programmes 
• Advisory services 
• Organization of Meetings  
• Sharing documentation and information 
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Activities of the FUUH Network: 
 
 Publications, Field operational projects , Regional workshops 
 An interactive website  
 A monthly electronic Newsletter disseminated in 3 languages (E/F/S)  
 Services of information: Flash Info and News Info 
 12 International Seminars held in 4 Regions (Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, Europe‐North 

America and Latin America and the Caribbean).  
 Collaboration in other International Conferences and networks  
 An online members database (FUUH WIS)  
 An online database of thesis in the fields of heritage 

 
 
 

All 5 key functions of UNESCO are represented in FUUH: 

  
 Capacity‐building 
 Clearing House 
 Laboratory of Ideas 
 Standard‐setting 
 International cooperation 
 
 
 
 

Forum UNESCO – University and Heritage is : 

 
 A bridge between UNESCO programmes/activities and civil society 
 A tool for disseminating knowledge worldwide  
 A link to break isolation of academic staff in heritage domains 
 A source of documentation for teaching, researching and management  
 An interactive communication tool to get information to and from UNESCO  
 A facility to find partners for projects 
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2. FUUH Achievements: Individual and Institutional Affiliation.  
 
Currently  there are more  than 2700 members. The growth of  the network  in  the  first 10 years of 
existence has not been a steady one but, from 2006 on continuous growth was seen, with particular 
emphasis in the last 4 years (2007 ‐ October2010). 
 

Number of individual affiliations per year 

 
 
The coverage of the network includes specialists of 128 nationalities from the 192 member states of 
UNESCO.  New  countries  were  represented  in  the  network  recently,  such  as:  Angola,  Ethiopia, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda, Sudan, Cambodia, Papua New Guinea, Armenia, Lithuania, etc.  
 
 

Distribution by regions of FUUH members 

 
Nationalities represented in FUUH network 
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Albania (4); Algeria (29); Angola (1); Argentina (92); Armenia (1); Australia (30); Austria (6); Azerbaijan (1); Bangladesh (2); Barbados (1); Belgium 
(20); Benin (3); Bhutan (2); Bolivia (6); Brazil (88); Bulgaria (2); Burkina Faso (2); Burundi (1); Cambodia (2); Cameroon (3); Canada (43); Cape 
Verde (1); Central African Republic (2); Chile (26); China (38); Colombia (40); Comoros (2); Costa Rica (3); Côte d'Ivoire (10); Croatia (6); Cuba 
(82); Czech Republic (1); Democratic Republic of Congo (6); Denmark (1); Dominican Republic (3); Ecuador (11); Egypt (14); Ethiopia (1); Finland 
(1); France (99); Gabon (1); Georgia (1); Germany (36); Greece (25); Haiti (1); Hungary (4); India (31); Indonesia (4); Iran, Islamic Republic of 
(21); Iraq (1); Ireland (8); Israel (6); Italy (111); Japan (17); Jordan (22); Kenya (4); Korea, Republic of (4); Lebanon (9); Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
(1); Lithuania (5); Madagascar (4); Malaysia (2); Mali (3); Malta (7); Mauritania (4); Mexico (55); Moldova, Republic of (1); Morocco (31); 
Mozambique (1); Nepal (5); Netherlands (16); New Zealand (4); Nicaragua (2); Nigeria (28); Norway (1); Pakistan (7); Palestinian National 
Authority (7); Panama (2); Papua New Guinea (1); Paraguay (1); Peru (77); Philippines (3); Poland (10); Portugal (42); Republic of the Congo (4); 
Romania (14); Russian Federation (2); Rwanda (1); Saint Lucia (1); Saudi Arabia (1); Senegal (10); Serbia (Republic of) (6); Singapore (3); 
Slovenia (3); South Africa (7); Spain (389); Sri Lanka (3); Sudan (1); Sweden (9); Switzerland (6); Syria (5); Tanzania, United Republic of (3); 
Thailand (5); The former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia (1); Togo (4); Tunisia (7); Turkey (20); Uganda (3); Ukraine (3); United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland (64); United States of America (72); Uruguay (9); Uzbekistan (5); Venezuela (16); Viet Nam (5); Yemen (1); 
Zambia (2); Zimbabwe (3) 

 
 
The  members  of  the  FUUP  network  are  affiliated  under  three  categories:  professors  and 
researchers, post graduate students (master and doctorate studies) and professionals that work in 
fields related to Cultural and Natural Heritage. 
 
 

FUUH members by category 
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FUUH counts also 12 Institutional affiliations, through the signature of MoU with WHC, including: 
 

• Research projects 
• Students and professors exchange programmes 
• Advisory services 
• Organization of Meetings  
• Sharing documentation and information 

 
The affiliated Institutions are: 
 

 

1. SUN‐BENECON. The Regional Centre for Cultural Heritage, 
Ecology and Economy (BENECON Centre) of the Second University 
of Naples (SUN). Italia, May 2009. 

 

2. MAASTRICHT UNIVERSITY. The Netherlands, February 2010. 

 

3. UNIVERSITÉ D’AUVERGNE. France, January 2010. 

 

4. LABORATORIO ATELAB. Recherche et Développement –Systèmes 
Urbains. Ecole Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture Paris La Villette 
(ENSAPLV). France, September 2009. 

 

5. INSTITUT SUPERIEUR D'INGENIERIE TERRITORIALE EN AFRIQUE. 
Senegal, May 2009. 

 

6. ECOLE NATIONALE SUPÉRIEURE D'ARCHITECTURE DE PARIS‐
BELLEVILLE. France, January 2010. 

 

7. FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, Building and planning. Eindhoven 
University of Technology. The Netherlands, September 2007. 

 

8. FACOLTÀ DI AGRARIA. Università Degli Studi di Milano. Italy, 
February 2007. 
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9. DÉPARTEMENT SACIM: SCIENCES, ARTS, CULTURE, 
INFORMATION ET MULTIMÉDIA and DEPARTAMENTO SACIM" 
"SACIM DEPARTMENT. Université Versailles Saint‐Quentin en 
Yvelines (UVSQ). France, January 2007. 

 

10. SIMMONS COLLEGE. USA, October 2006. 

 

11. SHAHID BEHESHTI (NATIONAL) University Faculty of 
Architecture and Urban Planning. Islamic Republic of Iran, May 
2006.  

 

12. DEAKIN UNIVERSITY. Australia, December 2005. 
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3. FUUH Activities. 
 

3.1. Website.  
 
The  website  http://universityandheritage.net  is  a  tool  to  disseminate,  share  and  exchange 
information from FUUH members and UNESCO programme sectors and Field Offices.  
 
It  has  been  developed  by  the  UPV,  with  the  support  of  the  Spanish  Agency  of  International 
Cooperation for Development (AECID), and it is published in English, French and Spanish. 
 
During 2011, the website received more than 452984 visitors, with an average of 1504 visitors per 
day. 
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The Forum UNESCO website has experienced a trend of continuous growth in terms of average daily 
hits, with particular emphasis on  the sections of Activities and News, especially  those  focussed on 
FUUH International Seminars. 
 
 

Average Daily visits 
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Activities and news (I) 
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Activities and news (II) 
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FUUH International Seminars 
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3.2. Electronic Newsletter.  
 
Three languages: English (ISSN 1887‐1672), Spanish (ISSN 1887‐1658), French (ISSN 1887‐1666) 
 
The  aim  of  the  Newsletter  is  to  inform  about  and  reflect  the  activities  of  the  FUUH  network, 
disseminating  information about work and projects carried out by the members, as well as publish 
information  about UNESCO  events.  The number of downloads of  the  FUUH Newsletter,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  contents  in  (i.e.  4182  news  in  2010  and  8186  news  in  2011,  until 
November),  reflect  the  interest  shown  in  this  virtual  publication  by  the  FUUH members  and  the 
visitors of the FUUH website. 
 
 

Number of contents of the recent FUUH electronic Newsletter 
 

 
 
 

Number of downloads of the FUUH Electronic Newsletter 
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3.3. Flash Info.  
 
The aim of the Flash Info is to disseminate information about events of the FUUH network, sent by 
members or by UNESCO. They are especially useful when the deadline is close.  
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3.4. International Seminars. 
 
The  following  International  Seminars, which  took  place worldwide,  have made  ever  clearer  the  growth  of 
Forum UNESCO University and Heritage, thanks to the growing participation of other universities. A statement 
has been made with reference to our responsibility to other cultures which has to been transmitted, but also 
our  responsibility  to  attain  a  better  equilibrium  between  the  scarce  resources  of  some  and  the  immense 
needs of others. The seminars aim to encourage a new convergence, promoting the responsibility of the young 
university members and the rest of society to participate actively and contribute to mobilizing the human & 
technical resources for the protection and safeguarding of Human Heritage. 

 

  

 
 

 

12th Forum UNESCO International Seminar  
Theme: "Historic Cultural Landscapes. A new concept? A new 
category of World Heritage Sites?” 
From 5th to 10th April 2009 

Hanoi Architectural University (Vietnam) 

11th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: " Documentation, Conservation, Development: New Heritage 
Strategies for the next Future" 
From 11th to 16th September 2006 

University of Florence (Italy) 

10th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: "Cultural Landscapes, Laws, Management, and Public Participation: heritage as a challenge to 
citizenship" 
From 11th to 16th April 2005 
University of Newcastle (United Kingdom) 

9th Forum UNESCO International Seminar  
Theme: "Heritage Management Center and Periphery" 
From 11th to 15th October 2004 

University of Buenos Aires (Argentine) 
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8th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: "World Natural Heritage: Development, Sustainability and Ethics" 
From 24th to 29th November 2003 

University of La Laguna ‐ Tenerife (Spain). 

7th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: "The Protection of World Heritage & Cultural Tourism" 
From 16th to 20th December 2002 

University of Yarmouk, Irbid (Jordan). 

6th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 

Theme: “Intensification of the Universities Mutual,  Ethical and Operational Commitment”  
From 10th to 15th April 2001  

Polytechnic University of Valencia (Spain). 

5th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 

Theme: "A Living World Heritage: the shared ethical responsibilities of Universities" 
From 11th to 15th December 2000 

Lebanese American University, Byblos y Beirut (Lebanon). 

4th Forum UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: "University synergy and Heritage experts, Heritage and Information/Communication technology, 
Heritage and Training" 
From 5th to 10th December 1999  

Al‐Akhawayn University, Fez (Morocco). 

3rd Forum UNESCO International Seminar 

Theme: "Development of international cooperative projects in the heritage field" 
From 4th to 9th October 1998  

Deakin University, Melbourne (Australia) 

2nd Forum UNESCO International Seminar 

Theme: "Towards a New Convergence" 
From 5th to 10th December 1997 

Laval University, Quebec (Canada). 

1st UNESCO International Seminar 
Theme: "Forum UNESCO ‐ University and Heritage" 
From 2nd to 6th October 1996  

Polytechnic University of Valencia (Spain). 
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Numerous publications have been brought out, and dozens of safeguarding projects, summer 
universities and regional or national workshops have been accomplished. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Italy 2006 

Australia 1998 
Spain 2003 

Argentina 2004 
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3.5. Web Information System (WIS). FUUH DATABASE.   
 
 
The WIS is a facility provided to institutional and individual members of FUUH. 
 
Access to the following databases: 
 

•  Heritage Experts/Specialists – FUUH members 
• Thesis 
• News and Agenda 
  

 
On this FUUH DATABASE, all members can search other members, selecting:  
 

‐ Category (professional, professor or researcher, student) 
‐ Nationality 
‐ Language of correspondence 
‐ Speciality and main occupation 
‐ Institution 
‐ Thematic areas 
‐ Name 

 
And also send e‐mails through the system. 
 
To be able to use the FUUH DATABASE, members should fill in the Online Adhesion Form on the website: 
 
 

 
 
And then they have access to the searching tool: 
 



                                                                              Web Information System (WIS). FUUH DATABASE 

 

 
Forum UNESCO – University and Heritage  Page 21 
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Search results are shown as follows: 
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And also they have access to the electronic communication tool: 
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4. FUUH Correspondence management at the UPV.  

 
 
Since 2005, a total of 53832 incoming and outgoing FUUH correspondence documents have been handled at 
the UPV. During 2011, the number of documents handled was 23% of the total documents handled. 

 
 

Number of FUUH correspondence documents 
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5. Economic investment of UPV in the FUUH Project.  
 
 

Total amount invested in the FUUH Project, since 1996 to 2011 is 2.452.544 euros. 
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ANNEX I: AGREEMENT UNESCO – UPV. 
(Translated into English, originals signed in Spanish and French) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AGREEMENT PROTOCOL 
 
 
 

BETWEEN 
 
 
 
 

The United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

 
 

and 
 
 
 

The Polytechnic University of Valencia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paris, UNESCO Headquarters, 19 April 1995. 
 
 

19 April 1995 
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AGREEMENT PROTOCOL 
 

BETWEEN 
 
The United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(hereafter UNESCO), 7, 
place de Fontenoy 75352 
Paris 07-SP 
 

 
 
 

and 

The Polytechnic 
University of Valencia 
(hereafter 'the 
University'), Valencia, 
Spain. 
 

 
 
 
 

UNESCO and the University (hereafter 'the Parties') agree the following: 

 
 
 

Article 1 

Objectives 

 
'Forum UNESCO (University and Heritage)' is a UNESCO project ('the Project') 

created to carry out activities specifically related to UNESCO projects designed for the 
protection and safeguarding of cultural heritage, mobilising for this purpose the international 
university community (lecturers and students). 

The Project's objective is to favour, promote, facilitate and organise voluntary 
university activities in the ambit of UNESCO's cultural action programmes, and those of large 
international organisations, through the centralised administration of available manpower 
(lecturers and students) and their projects. 

In the framework of the Project the Parties: 

 will support postgraduate training for students and technicians in the area of the 
safeguarding of heritage; 

 will select wide-reaching projects that will help with the training of students in 
certain aspects of restoration; 

 will choose projects that motivate students to take part in voluntary activities and 
that create solidarity in the framework of a specialised area; 

 will create university work places where heritage will be valued; 

 will ensure a rigour and efficiency in the methodologies used in these university 
work places; 

 will go beyond the establishment of these work places for young students by 
providing these university workshops with a professional infrastructure where 
points can be gained through participation; 

 will help to spread UNESCO's ideas, it's research projects and it's great cultural 
and heritage programmes; 

 will collaborate in the organisation of seminars, conferences and study trips 
related to heritage issues; 
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 will create a database of projects, teams and specialists related to heritage 
issues. 

 

 

Article 2 

Managers 

 

The Parties designate the following managers: 

 on behalf of UNESCO - the Division of Material Cultural Heritage and, more 
specifically, the Section for the Mobilisation of Human and Technical Resources; 

 on behalf of the University - a structure, presided over by the Rector will be 
created, and this will designate members from lecture staff who will be chosen 
according to their aptitude for the tasks that have to be carried out. These 
members will be selected according to their particular competence, their research 
activities and their relations with people involved in operations related to heritage 
issues. A student representative body will be selected by the same process. 

This structure will be complemented by a consultative committee for issues related to 
the University. This committee will be made up of eminent members of local, national and 
international institutions. 

The Project Forum UNESCO (University and Heritage) will be constituted as an 
informal network. 

Any entities that belong to the university sector, or form a part of the higher education 
sector, with subjects and syllabi related to heritage, and any bodies that have close links with 
this world, will be able to join this network. 
 
 A common agreement will be reached by the Parties as to the forms and functioning 
of the network. 
 
 UNESCO reserves the right to oversee the smooth running of the activities of the 
network and to withdraw its name and moral support at any point. UNESCO reserves the 
right to control over the network's activities and projects. 

 

Article 3 

Short-term projects 

 

The following activities are defined by the Parties in the present Protocol as short-
term projects: 

 formulate a precise definition of the content and mission of Forum UNESCO 
(University and Heritage); 

 establish a calendar of commencement for Forum UNESCO (University and 
Heritage); 

 organise an international colloquium in Valencia for representatives of the 
university community world-wide who wish to take part in the Project (colloquium 
planned to take place in September 1995); 
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 create an international database and a corresponding computer programme for its 
maintenance. This database will be the joint property of UNESCO and the 
University; 

 establish a financial plan and, from this, search out the necessary financial 
support in accordance with the points laid out in Article 8. 

 

 

Article 4 

Medium-term projects 

 

The two cosignatories define medium-term projects in the following manner: 

 proceed to the selection of pilot sites in which Forum UNESCO can participate, 
within the frame of UNESCO programmes or outside of them, in this way 
constituting the first multidisciplinary and international programmes of volunteers 
from the university sector; 

 examine the possible derivations in UNESCO chairs of tertiary education 
structures specialising in activities related to cultural heritage issues. 

 

 

Article 5 

Long-term projects 

 

Long-term projects are defined in the following manner by the two cosignatories: 

 broaden the concept of Forum UNESCO (University and Heritage) to reach into 
other sectors (University and Agriculture, University and Health, University and 
Technology Transfer, and so on); 

 encourage the formation of higher education structures such as chairs, 
specialised lectureships for cultural heritage and to study the possibility of the 
international validation of diplomas. 

 

 

Article 6 

Responsibilities 

 

The University undertakes the provision and restoration of a historic building which 
will serve as the headquarters for the Project Forum UNESCO (University and Heritage). 

The University undertakes the commencement of work on the database of experts 
and projects related to cultural heritage. 

The University undertakes to co-ordinate and finance the international seminar that 
will take place in Valencia in September 1995. 

The University undertakes to set up a feasibility study, including an audit of the 
necessary financial and technical resources, for the establishment of the future network. 
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Article 7 

UNESCO’s Responsibilities 

 

UNESCO undertakes to disseminate documents about the future network among the 
National Commissions. 

UNESCO undertakes to organise jointly with the University the international seminar 
in Valencia in 1995 and to promote this as a ‘FUUP International Seminar’. 

UNESCO undertakes to prepare a catalogue of the international seminar in Valencia, 
recognising this as forming a part of the official programme for UNESCO’s fiftieth anniversary 
celebrations. 

UNESCO undertakes to suffer the expenses incurred by its delegates. 

 

 

Article 8 

Funding 

 

The financing of premises and their facilities for the University Project will be incurred 
by the University, as will the cost of the international colloquium due to take place in Valencia 
in September 1995. The Parties will endeavour to raise additional funds and cash 
contributions for the Project. The quantities raised will be held in a UNESCO account 
dedicated to this sole purpose. 

 

 

Article 9 

Cession 

 

Neither Party may cede, transfer, pledge or alienate in any way the present contract, 
nor any of its parts, nor the rights, credits or obligations deriving from it, without the previous 
written consent of the other Party. 

 

 

Article 10 

The Resolution of Litigation 

 

Any dispute related to the execution or interpretation of the present contract will be 
resolved amiably. However, if the Parties are not able to arrive at a friendly settlement, one 
or other of the Parties will submit the litigation to a third party agreed upon by both Parties. If 
agreement cannot be reached on the selection of an independent third party, their 
designation will be made by the Court of Requests in Paris, at the instance of a petition from 
the most diligent Party. Arbitration will take place in Paris and in accordance with the rules 
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and procedures adopted by the arbitrator. This arbitrator will determine the expenses of 
arbitration according to the scale established by the International Chamber of Commerce in 
similar cases. Arbitration ruling will be definitive without possibility of subsequent appeal. 

Composed in two originals, in French and Spanish, both being of equal force. 

In Paris, 19 April 1995. 

 

By the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation. 

 

 

 

Federico Mayor 

Director-General 

 

 

 By the Polytechnic 
University of Valencia
 

 

 

 

 

 

Justo Nieto Nieto 

Rector 
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